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THANKFUL TO GOD
Rev. Jim Genesse

I am thankful to God for our
family of faith which is
Starkville First UMC.  So
many wonderful connec-
tions are being nurtured as
a result of the circum-
stances surrounding us.
We are reaching out to the
community in new ways.
This is a time when we are
compelled to realign our
priorities in life.  Faith, and
family, and friends really

are at the top of the list.  Although we cannot all be together right
now Christ is with us and gives hope.  And for that I am thankful.
Jesus said, “I have told you all this so that you may have peace
in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But
take heart, because I have overcome the world (John 16:33).”

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP NOTES

April 5, Palm Sunday
• a rebroadcast of last year’s Palm Sunday service of wor-
ship and music.  It was a wonderful celebration and we think it
will be just as wonderful again!  
• Adult Sunday School with Rev. Giles Lindley
• Youth and Children’s Sunday School 

April 9, Maundy Thursday - Home Worship Opportunities
• Wesleyan Love Feast (see below)
• Youth Seder Meal
• Children’s Upper Room Experience



April 12, Easter Sunday

• We will broadcast a traditional Easter Resurrection
Worship Service from our sanctuary.   The theme for the day will
be the Gospel account found in John 20.  We pray that the eter-
nal message of life in Christ will bring joy to you during this time
and hope you will join with us as you watch at home.

PRAYERS 

We will continue to be in prayer with one another at this time.
Rev. Jim and Rev. Jake have both recorded videos about prayer
that are airing on TV and Facebook/YouTube and that you can
access from the church website.  If you have a need for person-
al prayer you may certainly call on one of the pastors or our
prayer coordinator, Julie Williamson (662-617-4698) and we will
be glad to hear your requests and pray with you.

PRESENCE

Nope - can’t gather together - not good for our health or that of
others.  So instead, church takes on different forms these days.
It starts at home.  With you and your family.   Your family may
live elsewhere.  You may be alone.  Remember that we are all
family – the family of God.  Call, message, wave, send cards
and notes.  Reach out to others and you will be blessed in the
process.  Stay connected to our church family.  TV, livestream,
Facebook – they are all our friends!

GIFTS 

As we continue our work,  the church is not able to receive your
gifts through the  offering plate.  For us to continue receiving
these gifts we hope you will consider giving through one of the fol-
lowing means:
• Online on our website:  www.first-umc.org (click the Give

Online tab) 
• Texting to: 73256 text: Sfumc(Plus the amount of your gift)  
• Mailing your check to the church at: First UMC, 200 W.   

Lampkin, Starkville, MS 39759
• Contact your bank and set up a bank draft
• Email our office at leonard@first-umc.org to have us set up

a draft at the church
Our ministries continue and your donations allow us to continue
outreach to our members and to the larger community.  

Thank you for your continued support! - Finance Committee



SERVICE 

The church has left the building!  From the beginning of this crisis
our church has been reaching out to our members and our com-
munity in love and support.  We are checking on our seniors and
anyone with special situations, offering store pick up and rides.
We are supporting our Starkville Police Department, sewing
masks for Oktibbeha County Hospital, sending flowers to those
in our retirement and nursing facilities, supporting feeding pro-
grams through Christian World Mission, standing with college
students through the Wesley Foundation.  All this and much more
is starting to unfold as our children, youth, and adults reach out
into the world in the name of Christ.  As we do so we are coordi-
nating with area churches and outreach organizations to maxi-
mize our efforts.  We encourage everyone to Support Starkville:
continue to buy local and eat local.  It helps our businesses make
it through, keeps our family and friends employed, and generates
tax revenue which our city needs at this time.  If you would like
more information on these things or would like to volunteer to
serve, contact Elizabeth Williams (662-312-0302).

WITNESS

This is an amazing opportunity to be a witness for Jesus Christ.
The Scriptures challenges us: “Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope
that you have (1 Peter 3:15).”  We are a people of hope because
we believe in a God who is life and who has conquered death in
Christ.  Share that Good News and walk with others during this
journey.

_____________________

CHURCH OFFICE

The Church Office is closed until further notice.  We will still be
receiving mail and phone calls.   If you have an emergency,
please contact one of the pastors. Please see the last page for
contact information.

FOCUSING OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK
For Our Church and Community



WESLEYAN LOVE FEAST
for Maundy Thursday

The Love Feast is a Christian fellowship meal recalling the meals
Jesus shared with disciples during his ministry.  Although its origins in
the early church are closely interconnected with the origins of the
Lord's Supper, the two services should not be confused with each
other. The Love Feast has often been held on occasions when the cel-
ebration of the Lord's Supper would be inappropriate or when the
Lord's Supper is unavailable.  

Testimonies and praise are the focal point in most Love Feasts.
Testimonies may include personal witness to what God has been
doing in one’s life or in the lives of others. Praise may be shared by
song or spoken exclamations. Prayer is vital to a Love Feast. A fixed
form of prayer may be used, especially something like the Lord's
Prayer or spontaneous prayer requests and prayers may come from
the people. Scripture is also important. There may be scripture read-
ings, and an informal time of reflection on the text. 

Most Love Feasts include the sharing of food. It is customary not to
use communion bread, wine, or grape juice because to do so might
confuse the Love Feast with the Lord's Supper. The bread may be a
loaf of ordinary bread, crackers, rolls, or a sweet bread. Crackers,
rolls, or slices of bread may be passed in a basket. The beverage has
usually been water, but other beverages such as lemonade, tea, or
coffee have been used. The food is served quietly without interrupting
the service and is consumed during the time of sharing testimonies
and prayers.

OPENING HYMN Amazing Grace 

PRAYER

Be present at our table, Lord; Be here and everywhere adored; Thy
creatures bless, and grant that we; May feast in paradise with Thee. 
(JOHN CENICK)

SCRIPTURE                      John 13.1-20 .

PERSONAL WITNESS TO THE SCRIPTURE

One or more persons may answer the question: What does this read-
ing tell us about God? How is our meal tonight like the meal in the
text? 

PASSING OF THE BREAD AND WATER

The bread is passed from person to person. The food and drink is con-
sumed as people share testimonies.



TESTIMONIES

One or more persons may answer the question: Where have you seen
God at work in the last week? 

PRAYERS

Prayer requests can be shared and followed with an informal time of
prayer.  Conclude with the Lord’s Prayer.

CLOSING HYMN Amazing Grace (or any other hymn)

      _________________________

APPOINTMENT NEWS

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. and the Cabinet, during
their recent Appointment Session, worked prayerfully together to
appoint clergy in our Annual Conference.  At the next Annual
Conference this summer our Associate Pastor Rev. Jake Adams-
Wilson will be appointed to serve as pastor of the Decatur United
Methodist Church.  Our Student Minister, Rev. Nathan Phillips,
will be appointed as pastor of First United Methodist Church in
Eupora.  We give thanks for their ministry among us and as they
move to their new appointments, we will continue to pray for
them and their families.

Following Jake will be Rev. Charlie Harper who comes to
us from Prentiss County where he serves the Wheeler/Meadow
Creek Charge and is the Wesley Foundation Director at
Northeast Mississippi Community College.   He, his wife
Charlotte, and their five year old son, Matthew, are Bulldogs and
are excited about the opportunity to be in Starkville and serve our
congregation and community.  We are also pleased to announce
that following Nathan will be Ms. Mattie Jones who will serve as
our Student Ministries Coordinator.  Mattie has been with us for
the last two years, and we are excited that she has agreed to
continue here in a full-time role.  

We will be sharing more information regarding Charlie and
Mattie in the days ahead and know you will welcome them with
open hearts to our church family.  We also look forward to being
able to celebrate in person with Jake and Nathan.  In the mean-
time, these changes will not take place until late June and we still
have many weeks of ministry together.  Grace and Peace.



WONDERING HOW TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE CHURCH?

Church Office Phone - 662.323.5722

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Jim Genesse - jim@first-umc.org - 601-214-1046

Rev. Jake Adams-Wilson - jake@first-umc.org - 601-506-1664
Rev. Nathan Phillips - nathan@first-umc.org - 601-906-2254

Check us out on Facebook at FUMC Starkville
or Connection

Connect Online for Sermons / Studies at

TinyURL.com/FUMCStarkville

or go to www.first-umc.org and scroll down to

Traditional Worship / Sunday Morning Live & Archive

You will also see a link to Contemporary Audio.

Remember you can email staff at name@first-umc.org
i.e.,      jim@first-umc.org      donna@first-umc.org

but remember Bill / TV is media@first-umc.org

Get notifications about our children's ministry by
texting @starkfumc to 81010.

Follow us on Facebook at FUMC Starkville Kids
and Instagram

@starkfumckids for regular updates!

STK FUMC Student Texts: @sfumcyouth to 81010
YOUTH Parent Texts: @sfumcyp to 81010

Facebook:  FUMC Starkville Youth
Nathan: nathan@first-umc.org
Nathan’s Cell:  601.906.2254

STK FUMC caleigh.intern@first-umc.org
COLLEGE Cell:  316.213.8440

Nathan Phillips, Student & Family Pastor
nathan@first-umc.org
601.906.2254


